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Unit 1, Class 32

I
The Throne and the Mass in Paris

Henry, Henry, Henry

Name: ______________________________

Purpose: Can politics and firmly held 
religious beliefs lead to a latitudianrian 
society?

Part One: Homework Check
1. Define the term “politiques”.
2. Briefly describe what happened to each of the following.
    Henry, Duke of Guise
    Henry III
    Henry, King of Navarre
3. What are the provisions of the Edict of Nantes? Was this a latitudinarian act or an act of principle?
4. What roll did Sully play in rebuilding France?
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Part Two: Henry, Henry, Henry

Part Three: The Religious Settlement
Section A: The Edict
Some articles favoured the Roman Catholic Church:
in most towns, only catholic services were allowed ; all 
buildings originally belonging to the Catholics were given 
back to them ; mass had to be celebrated throughout the 
kingdom, including the Béarn country; according to the 
usual practice, Protestants had to pay tithes to the Catholic 
parish priests.

Some articles favoured Protestants:
freedom of opinion was granted; protestants were allowed to 
organize their synods; in matters of education, Protestants 
and Catholics had equal rights; absolutely assurance of ac-
cess to positions of important public responsibility; Protes-
tants were allowed freedom of worship in certain specified 

places only - elsewhere, it was strictly forbidden, notably 
at the court, in Paris and within an area of five leagues 
around the capital, as well as in the armed forces.

General provisions:
a general amnesty for all crimes committed excepting 
those of a particularly atrocious nature; all provocation, 
revolts and the stirring up of the people was forbidden ;
all men stood equal before the law; everyone had the free-
dom to abjure, that is to change their religion; legal im-
partiality was guaranteed by law courts made up of Cath-
olic and Protestant legal officers; emigrants and their 
children were allowed to return.
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Edict of Nantes
I. First, that the recollection of everything done be one party. or the other between 
March, 1585, and our accession to the crown, and during all the preceding period 
of troubles, remain obliterated and forgotten, as if no such things had ever hap-
pened.

III. We ordain that the Catholic Apostolic and Roman religion shall be restored 
and reestablished in all places and localities of this our kingdom and countries 
subject to our sway, where the exercise of the same has been interrupted, in order 
that it may be peaceably and freely exercised, without any trouble or hindrance: 
forbidding very expressly all persons, of whatsoever estate, quality, or condition, 
from troubling, molesting, or disturbing ecclesiastics in the celebration of divine 
service....

VI. And in order to leave no occasion for troubles or differences between our sub-
jects, we have permitted, and herewith permit, those of the said religion called Re-
formed to live and abide in all the cities and places of this our kingdom and coun-
tries of our sway, without being annoyed, molested, or compelled to do anything 
in the matter of religion contrary to their consciences, . . . upon condition that 
they comport themselves in other respects according to that which is contained in 
this our present edict.

IX. We also permit those of the said religion to make and continue the exercise 
of the same in all villages and places of our dominion where it was established by 
them and publicly enjoyed several and divers times in the year 1597, up to the 
end of the month of August, notwithstanding all decrees and judgments to the 
contrary.

XIV. It is forbidden as well to perform any function of the said religion in our court 
or retinue, or in our lands and territories beyond the mountains, or in our city of 
Paris. or within five leagues of the said city..

XVIII. We also forbid all our subjects, of whatever quality and condition, from 
carrying off be force or persuasion, against the will of their parents, the children of 
the said religion, in order to cause them to be baptized or confirmed in the Cath-
olic Apostolic and Roman Church; and the same is forbidden to those of the said 
religion called Reformed, upon penalty of being punished with especial severity.

XXI. Books concerning the said religion called Reformed may not be printed 
and publicly sold, except in cities and places where the public exercise of 
the said religion is permitted.

XXII. We ordain that there shall be no difference or distinction made in 
respect to the said religion, in receiving pupils to be instructed in uni-
versities, colleges, and schools; nor in receiving the sick and poor into 
hospitals, retreats and public charities.
[Source: James Harvey Robinson, ed., Readings in European History 2 vols. (Boston: Ginn, 1906), 
2:183-185.]

Section B: Cop-out or Stroke of Genius?

Protected 
Huguenot 
towns
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Part Four: The Economy under Henry IV and Sully
What roll did Sully play in the rebuilding of France.  Reference the homework and the excerpt.

French Economy in the Early 17th Century
 Confronted with the problem of dealing with the stag-
gering debts of the Crown, Sully did succeed in increasing 
the yield from taxation, in eliminating some of the exces-
sive corruption among government officials, and in reduc-
ing substantially the public debt. Progress was also made in 
curbing the independence of various provincial bodies in 
financial matters and making them subject to orders from 
Paris. As an important source of income the Crown con-
tinued the policy of selling financial and judicial offices and 
in making these posts hereditary on the basis of an annual 
payment known as the paulette.  By careful management 
Sully even succeeded in accumulating a remarkable war 
chest in the new Bastille treasure chamber.
 Sully, whose background was that of an aristocrat-
ic landlord, had no doubts about the importance of agri-
culture in the economic life of the state. “Tilling the soil 
and pasturage,” he once declared, “are the two breasts of 
France.” This statement, however, did not mean that the 
government excluded all other economic activities as un-
important. Suggestions for more scientific use of arable 
land were provided in this period by the Huguenot writer 
Olivier de Serres. The importance of Dutch workers skilled 
in the draining of fens and marshes brought public atten-
tion to the importance of such reclamation efforts, and the 
importation of experienced Italian weavers aided the devel-
opment of the silk industry which centered in Tours during 
Henry IV’s reign. The government promoted the manufac-
ture of cloths, pottery, tiles, and glass. Luxury industries 
founded in this period included the Gobelin tapestry works 
and the Savonnerie carpet manufactory. Specific attempts 
were made to improve transport by repairing roads and 
bridges, and some success was achieved in reducing the 
vast network of internal tolls which had raised commodity 
prices. The Government undertook the planning of a sys-
tem of canals connecting French rivers, and construction 
began on the Briare canal which connected the Seine and 
the Loire.
 Foreign trades increased as a result of commercial trea-
ties made with the Baltic Hanse, England, and Spain. Med-
iterranean commerce expanded after Henry IV succeeded 
In arranging a favorable trade treaty with Turkey which 
gave special priveleges to French merchants in rich Levan-
tine ports, including the right to maintain resident consuls. 
Trade expansion brought about a deeper government com-
mitment to the development of the royal navy in both the 
Atlantic and the Mediterranean.
 During Henry IV’s reign French navigators and ex-
plorers did much to increase contemporary geographical 
knowledge of the North American coast and of the famous 
waterway of the St. Lawrence which Jacques Cartier dis-
covered in 1534. While in Canada in the summer of 1608 
he founded on a huge promontory the small fortress of 
Quebec, thereby providing France with a strategic base for 
further exploration of the St. Lawrence.

http://www.bama.ua.edu/~gderoche/henriiv/intro.htm

Si Dieu me prête vie, je ferai qu’il n’y aura point 
de laboureur en mon royaume qui n’ait les moyens 

d’avoir le dimanche une poule dans son pot!

If God keeps me, I will make sure that no peasant in 
my realm will lack the means to have a chicken in the 

pot on Sunday!

An Economic Policy in a Quote
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